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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS, AUGUST 1934 

[Compiled by Mary 0. Souder] 

Annual Report of the Chie! of Bureau] 
(The table herewith contains such data as have been received concerning severe local storms that occurred during the month. A revised list of tornadoes will appear in the 

Placa 

Broken Bow, Nebr --_____-----. 

Merrill, Wis., vicinity of ______. 

Brown, Kewaunee, and Mani- 
towoc Counties, Wis. 

Cleveland, Ohio _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  - - ___. 

Orangeburg County, 5. 0 _____. 
Flint and southwtern M i d -  

gan. 

Madonna, Md-------.-------.. 

Toledo, Ohio, and vicinity ____. 

Hickory Point, M d  

Royal, Ill __._________._._..--- 

Sangamon County, Ill., south- 

Tallula, Ill., and vicinity .___._ 
east portion. 

Thayer (near). Ill _.._...____.. 
Vermilion County. Ill., central 

Waverly (near;, Ill _._._.___ ... 
portion. 

St. Joseph County, Ind ._._._. 

St. Joseph County, Ind __._.__ 

Versailles. Mo-.. ____._. 

Lindale. Md  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - -  

Cotfryville to Cherryvale and 
Dennis. Kans. 

Chot.esu, Agawam, and Farm- 

Anderson. S. C _._____...______ 
Macon and Thomaston, Ga.-- 

inpton. Mont. 

Hopkins, Mo., west of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Atlanta, Ga ...________________ 

Hennepin County, Minn-----  

Putnam County, Tenn _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Pittsburgh, Pa ___________- - - - -  
Butler, Pa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Belcher-Hosston, La. - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Morrison and Starbuck, Colo., 

and vicinity. 
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Time 
Value of 

.__._ 2,500 

.____ 3.000 _ _ _ _ _  15,000 

:haracter of storm 

Mind and hail---. 

3eavy hail ._______ 

.--do _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

rornado. - 
r h u n d e r s t o r m  

and hail. 
Waterspout a n d  

tornado. 

Electrical- - - .- ~ -. 
..-.do .__....-_. -. 
Wind. __..._ ._ .-. 
..-. do ... ..__ ~ -... 
Wind and hsil- - - 
Wind __.....__._. 

Eail_____._._ ~ _.__ 

\Vind.. _._____ __. 

____do  .___..___.__ 

Bail _._.. __. - ____. 
Wind. - .___ .-. .-. 

Bail ..... ~.~ .-..-. 

Wind ._.....__ ~ - .  

Severe hail ._____. 

Wind.. ._.._____. 

Tornado.. . . . - --. 

Wind. electrical.. 

Heavy hail ____._. 

T h u n d e r s t o r m  

T h u n d e r s  qu a1 1 
and heavy rain. 

Wind and hail--- 

Electrical, heavy 

Eeavy rain. ~ - - - - 
Tbundersyuall _ _  

and hail. 

rain. 

Heavy rain and 
hail. 

Remarks 

D _  _.__, ____. 
Flint section hardest hit; 15 minutes alter storm 

began c s s  were stalled without power and auto- 
mobiles were disilbled: factories wero idlo und 
dark; communication impossible for hours; path 
100 miles lone. 

Dmelling-and "outbuildings wrecked; 10 acres of 

Damage mostly to growing crops; amount not 
corn badly damaged; path l)? miles long. 

estimated. 
B persons injured and 10 houses wrecked along the 

water front: a t  l e s t  30 small boats were sunk or 
blown a~hore.  some rowboats and canoes being 
lifted 50 feet in the air and wrecked asainst trees: 

. .  . 
crop; pAli 5 m i 1 e  Ion&. 

crop; path X miles long. 
Pr0pert.y damage 81.000: considerable loss in corn 

Property dzmape ._._.___.________________________ 

Property loss $10.000: extensive damage to corn; 

Loss to crols: path 1% miles long __.___._______._. 
Property damaged over i i  path 15 miles long------ 

path 20 miles long. 

('onsiderable loss tu  crops 3ud property; pJth 15 
Damage miles long. mostly to bui1ding.s: loss to crops: woman 

drowned in Juno Lake when her IJont was upset 
by the storm. 

This storm occurred 3ho11t one-half how after the 
storm mentioned above. Hail fell to a depth of 
2 to 3 inches and destroyed i5 to YO percent of 
crops; roofs of buildings damaged; path I? milrs 
l m q .  

Sib, barns. trues. and tolephone poles blown 
down: porrlies lorn ! r o ~  su\wsl huusus d.lmwe 
not estim~ited. 

DaellinK uirh cnntents and oiithiiil~liiigs t l~u io l -  
islied: silo blown d ~ i ~ i i ;  I ~ i i i i l y  of 4inj11rzd much 
corn and dtlicr c r o p  le\eied 

Old Mill Huildiug demolisiiccl wit!i Il:im:ige uf 
%;.O(w; hundrrds of telepi.oiic an.J w w r  111 
poles blown down: f m ~ , u n f  (I!  ~ ~ I I I . I L . I .  not I,: 
mitecl; hnu-e ;ind hirn u c ~ r  11~1iiid \'.til 
struck b y  liqlilniny nod IiurwJ. 

N o  dctsils ._..___._....__._..._____.. . . ___._.. .. . 

Property diiiii,igr SY,oOO; rrop  lo^' il.OU0 ...-.. ... 
In 'I'homaston, I; m i l a  west uf hlacun, nuuiiin 

was killed about 3 p. m. while hoeing in a Iloner 
gwden; in Macon mnn killed by Iighruing prr. 
cedinC a severe thunderstorm at 5.31. p. i i i .  

Foliage of trees, shrubs and corn rut otT;inil sliiiigle 
roofs badly damaged; p.ith IO ixiles I o r i & ~  l a m  ubt 
estimated. 

6 bOfllQS struck by lightning ____.._____.__.___.__. 

Trees uprooted; overhead u iris systems disrupted: 
buildings unroofed or otherwise damaged; slua11 
damage from lightning. 

Trees down: windows brokrn: gordrns and grow- 
ing flelds damaged. 

Large mattress fnctory drstroyi'd; mucli d n n i ~ g e  
from flooding. 

Damage from Hooding; intrrruprion of trnnsit and 
communicwion facilities. 

Smnll houses tJ lOWn down: property dnma~eC3.300: 
loss to crops S5.000, and to cinibrr 61,000; minor 
darnagc to wires; path 10 ni l les  Icng. 

A wall of water which swept Bear Creek Canyon 
as a result of heavy rain in O'Brirn and duwniill 
Gulches, damaged bridge3 and bighn ays and 
caused the deal h of 6 persons: amount of damage 
not estimated; hail dumage nLgligiLle. 

Authorlty 

)!&id, U. 9. Weather 
Bureau. 
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J Miles instead of yards, 
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SEVERE LOCAL STORMS, AUGUST 1934-Continued 

Place Date Time 
Width 
of path 
(yards) 

Value of 
Property 
destroyed 

Character of storn Remarks Authority 

Timberville and Broadway 
Va., and vicinity. 

9 

9 
9 

9-10 

11 

tl 

11 
11 
11 
11 

13 
12 
12 

12-13 

13 
13 
13 
l G  

16 
16 

17 
18 

18 

1s 

18 

18 

18 

19 

i s m  

m 
20 

21 

22 

22 

22 
22 

23 

26 

28 

27 

3-5 p. m.. 

_._...___. 
_._____... 

?60,000 Affected district grows fruit extensively; $250 000 
loss to crops, mostly apples and peaches; piop- 
ertv damaee $10.000. 

)fflcial, U. 9. Weather 
Bureau. 

Ashdown. Ark. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~ ...-. 
Glenwood, Ark., and vlcinity. 
Highland County, Ohio.. . . . . . 

10,000 
10,000 
12,500 

Wind. ..__. -. -. -. 
-...do ....-. . .-. -. 
Wind and heavy 

Tornado- - ._ __.__ 

hail. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Merriman, Kans., and vicinitl Do. 
side of barn was carried away and the structure 
moved on its foundation: 50 cherry trees up- 
rooted; on Mission Hill Acres several small 
buildings damaged; shed demolished and lawn 
furniture destroyed. 

Several barns blown down or wrecked; concrete 
bridge south of Bnncroft washed out by flood 
waters; several inches of rain fell in short time; 
parts of corrugated iron roof of bam demolished 
by wind and scattered for nearly a mile: much 
damage to young orchard; large barn and con- 
tents struck by lightning and hurned. 

hInn injured by lightning while driving his car ... 
Property damaged .......-....~..-.-.------------ 
R u m  burned _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
In Hamburg. barn and 2 sheds struck by lightning 

and burned; 2 barns south of Dunkirk burned; 
ferrvboat on Lake Chautauoua mounded. 

Bancroft., Kans., and vlcinity. Wind, rain, and 
hail. 

Do. 

Dodge City, Kans .._________. 
Jacksonville, I11 - __. .__ __._ --_. 
Olney, I11 
Hamburg and Dunkirk, N. T. 

Boelus, Nebr- _ _  - - - - - - _ _ _ _  _ _  - -. 
Springranch, Nebr .--.--- -- - - -  
S t .  Louis and Callaway Coun 

ties Mo. 
Nemiha. Jackson, Atchison, 

and Jeflerson Counties, Gan: 

Arcadia, Nebr ____._____..____. 
Burlalo, N. Y __________..____. 
Athhoy. S. Dnk ..____._____._. 
Butherland, Nebr- - ___._____ -. 

Akron (near), Colo ______._---. 
Milbank, 8. Dak _________..--. 

Hazen (near), Ark ______----.-. 
St. Croix County, Wis __.----. 

Minnesota, almost entire State 

Electrical. . - - -. -. 
Wind. .--. - .-. . .. 
Electrical. - -. -. -. 
Thunderstorm 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
D O .  

Do. 

Do. 
D O .  
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

E-6 p. m.. 
G:45 p. m. 

11 p. m-I 
a. m. 

_._._._._. 

i-5 p. II. 

10, ooo 
10,000 
5,000 

Hail ......__...... 
Hail.-- - _........ 
Wind ____._._._._ 

. -  
I.xer hailstones; no details _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
linilsroncs from the size ofrnarbles to hen eggs-.- 
Property dimaged; trees broken _.___..__. .____ _ _ _  

30.000 Wind 2nd hail ... hfany barns, silos and small buildings blown 
down; fruit trees damaged; hail 6 inches deep in 
Jackson County; path 25 miles long. 

No details ._....______________.-----.......-..---. 
House struck by lightning and burned ....__..... 
Smnll damage reported ... . _ _  . -. . . -. _ _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  __. 
1 person injured; considerable property damaged; 

trees uprooted: basements flooded. 
House and barn damaged. 
Dakota Granite Works with all equipment and 4 

carloads of finished products destroyed with loss 
of $30.000; barn struck by lightning and burned. 

Loss to rice crop _.__.._._._.___._._.-.-.----- 
Barns, silos and buildings demolished or damaged; 

trees uprooted: path 15 miles long. 
3 persons injured. damage from wind $100 000 to 

crops and $611:000 to property; hailstork re- 
mained on the ground for 24 hours causing dam- 
age of $560,000; poultry, small stock and wild 
game perished. This storm one of the most 
severe in this State. 

Loss heavy in Pepin, BuiTalo, Trempealeau, and 
La Crosse Counties in the west-central portion 
of the State and m Marathon, Langlade, and 
Shawano in the northeastern; $2OO,ooO damage 
in city of Wausau alone; man killed when the 
wind overturned his wagon. 

High winds caused severe dust storm with greatly 
reduced visibility; practically all cooperative 
observers commented on this storm. 

Roof and walls of 3 rooms of farmhouse carried 
away. occupants uninjured; barn destroyed, 
automobile inside slightly damaged; 3 small 
buildings blown away and no trace of them 
found. 

In P1att.e City ?5 barns and other farm buildings 
destroyed; in Weston property loss $35,000 and 
damage to an orchard $2,000, 2 persons injured. 

7 horses killed bv liehtnine: considerable loss to 

4. 000 
2,500 

m, 000 
8. ooo 

35. ooo 

. . -. . -. - - . . 
Hail ...... -. . .- .-. 
Thunderstorm.-. 
Tornado. - - ._ . _ _  - 
----do ....- .-. -. -. 

Wind. ._____ _ _ _ _ _  
Electrical. - - - - - -. 

500 
30, ooo 

1,271, OOO 

Heavy rain _.._.__ 
Thundersquall L... 

T h u n d e r s q u a l l  
and hail. 

Minnesota to  west-centra 
counties northeastward it 
Wisconsin. 

700, OOO Tornadic winds.. Do. 

south Dakota, entire State--.. 

Akron, Colo., south of ____.-... 

Dust storm..---- 

Tornado- -. - - - - - - 

Do. 

Do. 

Platte City, and Weston. Mo., 

Westcliffe, Golo.-- - _.._______. 

Aberdeen (near), Miss- - - ----. 
Rifle, Colo ___._________.__-... 

Ford (near), Kans ____________. 
South Fork. Colo _____------_. 

and vicinity. 
37,000 Wind. ____...____ 

Electrical and bail 

Electrical- - - ._ - _ _  
Tlwd ___.... .. .-. 

Wind and rain-.. 
Flood _ _ _ _ _  - - - - - - - 
Rain _.____._____. 

Wind _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Hnil._____________ 
Electrical. - _ _ _  - _ _  
___.do _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - _ _ _ _  

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

12, ooo - I -. 
crops. 

Barn containing 80 tons of hay burned after being 
struck by lightning. 

Flood in Rifle Creek caused loss to crops and prop- 
erty damage. 

Large barn demolished __._._________.____________ 
Heavy rain resulted in the death of a man when 

his automobile was carried off a narrow bridge 
by a wall of water. 

Water several feet deep in streets; basements 

500 

Memphis, Tenn., eastern sec 

Scott City, Kans., south of ---. 

Manitou, Okla _________---__-. 
Jeannette, Pa ______----------. 
Memphis, Tenn ______--------. 

tlon. flooded: cars stalled. 

rip damaaed: path 10 miles long. 
Large barn and smaller buildings blown down; oll 

Damage to-growing crops: path Smiles long---.-- 
Man and boy killed when a lightning bolt struck a 

tree' no property damage. 
Lighthing struck a streat car on Main Street; none 

of 13 passengers injured, flre department ex- 
tinguished the blaze. man standing near win- 
dow in his borne injuhd by lightning. 

2.12 inches of rain fell: basements in business mb 
tion flooded; cars stranded; telephone and e l m  
tric service interrupted; amount oi damage not 
mtimated. 

Chattanooga, Tenn. ____-_---. T h u n d e r s t o r m  
and excessive 
rain. 

Thunderstorm- _ _  
Electrical, rain 

and flood. 

Do. 

San Francisco, Calif ____----__. 

Globe-Miami, A r k .  _... _ _  - __. 

Do. 

Do. 

stalled in flood waters; lightning killed-a man at  
Flagstaft and set flre to a building. 

I Mlles insteed of yards. 
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Character 01stom.1 Place 1 Date R8ZlWks Authorfty 

1 %  Salt Lake City, Utah ._________ Electrical --.---... 
Hail _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _ d o  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Wind. __________._ 

~~~~ ~ ~~ 

6 houses in ,wide!y separated parts 01 the city 
struck by Ilghtning. Bureau. 

Hailstones large. property damaged. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Hail to depth A1 3 inches remained unmelted on 

the ground in spots for 24 hours; gardens totally 
destroyed; poultry killed; wild buds killed or 
crippled; most severe hailstorm of record in this 
community. 

2 uersons injured: no details _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

OfBcial, U. 8. Weather 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Creston-Howell, Nebr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Valentine, Nebr __-_- -__________ 
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30 
a0 

313 

3-4 p. m--- 
3:30p. m.- 

P:3&5 p. m. 
4:50 p. m.. 
ep.m.._.- 

______.___ _ _ _ _ _ _  60.000 
1 1  _ _ _ _ _ _  15.000 

1 5 _ _ _ _ _ _  4. CUnJ 
1 10 _ _ _ _ _ _  
300 _ _ _ _ _ _  '2% 

Fremont, Nebr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Qrslton, Nebr _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Trego County, Kans _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

30 
SO 
30 

injured; path 8 miles long. 

Electrical ..---.... Darn and contentsstruck by lightningand burned. 
Heavy hail ...-.... Considerable damage reported; chickens killed, 

roofs damaged, and windows broken. 
I 

SEVERE LOCAL STORMS, JULY 1934 (SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE) 

Do. 
Do. 

Cumberland (near), Md _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Kitrmiller, Deer Park, Acci- 

dent,and Swallow Fails, Md. 

1 Miles instead of yards. 
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